AD 209 COLOR THEORY

Instructor: William Staples

e-mail: wstapl1@uic.edu
SPRING 2007
The perception of color is a subjective experience and can change from person to person. An easy way to understand color is to think of it as a system of opposites, warm and cool, light and dark, that are organized on the color wheel. The goal of this course is to develop a working knowledge of color harmony to better understand your own personal conceptions of color. Learning the key principles of color theory will help inform your personal taste and awareness that will aid you in approaching how to use color in your own practice.

CLASS REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING:

Most of the assignments given will be done in class, but outside work will be required to complete the work on time.
Work must be done carefully with attention paid to consistency of paint application and color uniformity.
I expect you to be prepared for every class. Have all your materials with you for each meeting.

Class participation is required. Your grades will be determined on how much you ask questions and comment on the material. Color Theory can be difficult so sharing your thoughts and concerns can aid in learning the subject.
Attendance is mandatory. Missing more than three classes can drop your grade or result in failure. Excessive lateness will also hurt your grade.

50% of your grade will be based on the quality of your projects, Midterm, Final critique.

20% will be based on your attendance.

20% quizzes
10% for class participation.

COURSE TIME LINE:

The semester will be divided into two halves 

The First six weeks of class work will focus on mixing and making 12” x 12” color grids. We will concentrate on understanding the objective principles of hue, value and saturation as well as color harmony (tint, tone, shade, analogous color, complimentary, triad, color temperature etc.)  
There will be reading assignments through out the semester from Color Workbook by Becky Koening. Quizzes will be given based on the readings.
At the end of the first half will be Midterms.

The remaining weeks before finals will be spent working on more subjective projects to practice applying what was discussed in the first half within your own practice. The last three weeks you will develop a project that you will present at final critique. This project can be something that reflects your own interests and can be in any medium. The work must demonstrate that you have developed an understanding of color and how to intelligently apply it. 
Our final week will be for Critiques.

This timeline may change depending on how the class progresses and comprehends the material. We may move faster or slower through certain parts.

REQUIRED MATERIALS:

Acrylic paints should be in tubes, avoid cheaper student grade paints the colors are to thin for our purposes.
Azo yellow medium

Cadmium yellow light

Brilliant Orange

Cadmium Red light

Cadmium Red medium

Napthol red
Acra red
Napthol crimson

Acra violet

Dioxazine purple or violet
Ultramarine blue

Brilliant blue

Pthalo blue

Ptahlo green

Permanent Green light
Utrecht Green

Titanium White

Ivory Black

Black Indian ink   (recommended brands are Pelican or Higgins; make sure you buy them in a big enough container and not in a small squeeze dispenser.   

Palette can be plastic, class or a Masonite board that is smooth on one side.

A Palette Knife, this can be a tongue depressor, a plastic knife etc., but it is important to have something that you can thoroughly and cleanly mix paint with.

Brushes:

It is very important that you have a good collection of brushes for the first half of the course.

Acrylic brushes, 3 or 4 Flat shape brushes in size #s 4,6,8,12

At least 2 Rounds in sizes # 2, 4, 6

I recommend that you buy soft synthetic bristle brushes.
Also some companies use different size numbers systems than others, so one companies #4 is different than the others.  The goal for this class is to have a nice assortment of different sizes and shapes that you are comfortable in working with.

Pencils # H, 2B
Erasers

***Several glass or plastic jars with large mouth and lids. This could be old pasta sauce jars, Mason jars, peanut butter or jelly bottles etc.  These are very important to have when using paint.***

X-Acto knife

Glue Elmer’s or cement glue.
A good metal ruler no smaller than 24”

Watercolor paper that should be no smaller than 12” in any direction

Make sure the paper is a watercolor block type and not in a loose-leaf sketchpad type.

Mat knife for cutting board

Paper towel

HAVE ALL THESE MATERIALS BY THE SECOND CLASS.

READING LIST: Color Workbook by Becky Koening
                              This will be at the UIC bookstore.

You can buy materials at:

Pearl Art Supplies on Chicago ave. by Franklin

Right near the Ravenswood El Station.
Blicks on North ave.
Or

Utrecht art supplies on

Michigan ave. and Van Buren about a

Block and a half from the Art Institute.

