On  Failure

Spring 2008

Kaczynski

k-kaczynski@northwestern.edu
office hours: T 1-3

I will fail

Hard Failure, Soft Failure


Structure


Mastery

Will


(Language)


The Rhizome, Bifurcation, and Excess

The Split and the Suture: Threads of Belonging, Exquisite Corpse, One of these things is not like 

the other (Sesame Street, Adrian Piper, etc), Body functions (control, poop, comics)


The Copy (Derivations) – Re-enactment, Sharon Hayes, Triple Candie, Groundhog Day


The Fall - House of Cards, Pressure (air, heat, cold, sound, silence), Kinetic works (Tinguely) 


The Collection – Wanderkammer (Dion, Oldenburg, Jurasic Museum, the attic; reliquary; 

obsolescence; dead); 


The White Elephant (Getting kicked by the Gift Horse)

The Body Fakery - Prosthetics, King Midos (touch to gold), Buster Keaton, the Baby, the promise

The Monument(al) - Richard Serra, Tatlin (Michael Rakowitz), Vietnam Memorial, Smithson on 

Olmsted

The Non-Event (Sisyphus and Al Capone)

Mining the Personal – Sisyphus, journey, the mindset of individual; man’s fate at large, Acconci 

(Claim Excerpts)(“I”), Confession, Adriana Farmiga drawings, William Pope L. drawings, Niagara and Viagra (Love)

Public Media – Expectations en mass, Too much knowledge, reading the last 

page in the book, The Fortune Teller

Artifice and Prediction – Revealing Etant Donnes, Faust, Olympus Manger, What is there is 

nothing there? (Dune, Schrodingers cat, the actor-persona, flatness, the mirror), what is it 

about ourselves?

Low Media, Low Tech, Low Potential– Expecting failure (Paul Ramirez Jonas, Ken Fandell), 

Language or what we say to ourselves and others (Danielle Gustafson-Sundell), Detritus (Orozco)


New Truths (Renewing truth): The Phoenix

Little Histories, Big Affects – the Witch, Pinocchio, Fred Wilson, Werner Herzog, (The 

Collection)


DIY and Sustainability – WPA, resource, prison, Mess Hall, grassroots, …


What do we learn from this?  - Being Didactic, Fables and lessons, Rhetoric, The Hanging Chad, 

It will happen again and again and again and again, Feelings, Nuance.

Calendar: 

(subject to change, as always)

Week 1: 4/1

Introduction

Week 2: 4/8

Hard Failure, Soft Failure




Guest:  Jennifer Montgomery, Threads of  Belonging, Against School

4/10

Screening: Threads of Belonging

Week 3: 4/15  

The Rhizome, Bifurcation and Excess
Guest: Steve Reinke, “100 Videos”
Week 4: 4/22  

Seminar Discussion

Week 5: 4/29

The White Elephant
Guest: Michael Rakowitz, artist lecture (failed architecture, monument)


5/1

Screening: Burden of Dreams

Week 6: 5/6

The Non-Event



Guest: Danielle Gustafson-Sundell, artist lecture


5/8

Screening: TBA (Reinke)

Week 7: 5/13

Guest: Lane Relyea, DIY

5/15

Screening: TBA

Week 8: 5/20

New Truths


5/22

Screening: TBA

Week 9: 5/27

Seminar Discussion


5/29

Screening: TBA

Reading Week

Exam Week

Final

Evaluation: (Need I say…)

You will be evaluated on the following points:
Quality 
Participation - Participation will be judged on the quantity and quality of the student’s verbal input in class discussions as well as attentiveness to listening.

Attitude towards coursework - Attitude will be assessed through active participation in class and showing ownership through the quality of the work produced.

Progress made throughout the semester - Progress will be judged on an individual basis and will be evidenced in your assignments and class participation.

The definition of letter grades is as follows:

A -  Excellent work. The student has demonstrated a complete understanding of the coursework. The work goes beyond what is expected in innovation. Participation shows active involvement with the material and visible growth in comprehension. Student may gather outside or secendaty resources pertinent to the material. The student comes to class on time, prepared with the proper materials, listens attentively and readily participates in discussions.

B - The student completes all assignments on time and is basically attentive. All work is of good quality and indicates a better than average understanding of material. However the student needs additional help with comprehension.

C - The student who fulfils the basic requirements. Most work is of average quality and indicates a basic understanding of material. This person may be late or unprepared with assignments.  He or she may need help with self-discipline and motivation.

D - Less than satisfactory performance and poor use of time.

F - No effort to complete assignments or homework. 

Attendance:   Attendance and promptness are essential to this course. Each unexcused absence will lower your final grade by a ½ letter grade. Lateness will be noted and negatively effect your grade. Every three times that you are late for class will result in a lowering of your final grade by full letter.

Excused absence = illness or family emergency, documentation must be provided for verification.

Students are responsible for making up missed work for all excused absences and late arrivals. 

In case of an absence, the student is responsible for any material covered during class.

The student is responsible to notify the faculty if they arrive to class late. Leaving class early with out permission will be considered an unexcused absence.

Additional Policies:

· No eating 

· Clean up 

· Students cannot use class time to discuss matters of a personal nature (such as grades) with the instructor.  If a student feels they need to meet with the instructor, then the student needs to request appointment

· NO CELLPHONES

