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1. Whe all is in the band sad what do you do? I

The current line-up is: Terrie - guiter, Luc - bass, Ketrin - drums, and
G.W.Sok - voice. (From Janusry 1990 ti)l half of November on there wos
also Andy from Dog Faced Hermans as an extra guiterist. As DFH are beck
together again, we are a fourpiece again.)

2. Hew leng has Ex been srouad?

The Ex as @ band exists since halfwey 1979. The first gig wes end of
August thet yeer, and from the very first line-up there's still two persons
in the present one.

3a. As & baad, de you shere similar political beliefs (er
aen-palitical beliefs i.e. anarchy)?

Yes.

3b. What ere they?

Oops, 1Us difficult Lo tell that in short, without falling into the trap of
being labsled as something. We believs in things like soliderity with the
ones that need it, with the oppressed, we believs in individuality. We do
not believe in competition end rivalry, we believe in co-operation.

| know this all sounds rether vegue, but that's how it is. | don't know {f

* we're true enerchists (in certain things we probebly are, in others we're

definitely not), and | can’t be bothered too much with the question anyway.
What we do shows where we stend. And 6s long as thet's ageinst sny form
of oppression, we think we ore on the right side of the line. (If you wenne
know more in detei), read our essay in Mertin Sprouse’s book Threat By
Exemple”, thet's es close we could get in showing who and whet we ere).
4. What weuld gou like to do with the band. Is it for fun, or is
there e perticuler goal you share for the bend. A message that
you'd like te convey before you cease as a bend?

Yes, it is fun, otherwise we wouldn't be doing it at all. What we went with
the band 18 pertly exploring our musicel and creative l1imits and push them
further back. As long as we feel we are progressing musicelly, it remains
a challenge to make music. Partly the band also is a vehicle for
communication. It mekes it possible to us to meet other people, go places,
see other countries, other cultures. It widens your view on the world, and
they way we express ourselves through the music and the words and
through the way we are, we meet people with the same kind of ideas and
ideals, and that's very inspiring. And no, there is no message. We raise
questions, give our opinions, have some answers (but not ell of them), and
try o stay on the other side of greed and egotism. We know we won't
change the whole world, but we've noticed we can chenge parts of it (we
changed ours anyway). (More details? again see our TBE piece)

5. What's it like in Amsterdem? Is there a “drug” problem there?
Drugs ere legal, well merihuana, hash (what else), right? From a
city where it's legal (dees it being legal create @ probiem) |
wonder whot one would think about the drug preblem, the drug
war in the US (Have you heard anything about i1?) Considering
drugs are “legal” there.

Oof, pretty tough questionl (How come everybody from abroad always
wents to know about drugs in Amsterdam? Hey, we got loads of windmills
end clogs and tulips too, you knowl)

But shure, there is a drugs problem here. Especially with heroin and cocain.
While they're illegal, the prices are high, thus meaking it interesting for
criminels, which mekes it even more heavy for users. Then agein, there are
also @ lot of other drugs, such as coffee, alcohol and tobacco. And they're a
big problem too, but not considered as such, while the government profits
from them vie the texes. Fortunately crack has not yet hit the merket, es
fer s | know. But the real problem, of course, is drugs-eddiction, when the
drugs teke control over your own life. That's where the real trouble begins.
Drugs Iike merihuenas and hash are “helf-legel”, but the police let it pess
when it’s sold in the coffee-shops. This way the prices stey low, thus less
crime. And for the customer there’s more control on the quality, the shops
don't sell you rubbish. | think this is not @ bed development, as there's no
need to get parenoid over cannebis products 1ike they do in most other
countries. People who think thet it's & stepping- stone towards heroin
should do their homework better. Ever heard of someone becoming
alcohol-addicted efter drinking lotse pop? (And if you did, do you think
they should forbid the use of pop?)

Anywey, the drugs wer in the US makes me laugh. First they pump heroin
and cocain into the country (thenk you, CIAI) end then they went to stop it
infecting the country. If thet's not 8 joke then what 18?7

6. Whet issues de you feel strongly about, and pleese shere your
thoughts on the subjectLike racism, sexism, capitelism, ageism,
homosexuelity...?

Agein a rether tough question, | think. | feel it hard and difficult to go into
each subject too much. Things such as racism and sexism we do feel
strongly ebout, es this affects all people anywhere anytime. All | cen say
is, we try to evoid sexist and racist 1anguage and attitudes in our lyrics
and in our deily lives as much as possible. Capitalism is a tough one, as at
this moment | see no definite alternative, because there are so many
people fueled by greed and hungry money and luxury. We only can try to
change it, in our own “alternative scenes”, in the hope that more people
feel the same way. Ageism is not really an issue, in the sense that we
don't reelly cere so much how old or young people are. And the same goes
for homosexality, we cannot be bothered with people fancying other
people, whether it be from the same sex or a different sex or whatever. We
cen be bothered with it when there's people trying to forbid other people
to enjoy the company they like, because then the sbolition of humen rights
becomes the overal issue.

7. What do you think about religion, erganized and otherwise?

| don't mind thet people believe in something or someons up (or down?)
there, when they feel it gives them strength and convenience, that's fine
by me. But when they orgenize end stert telling me what to do, because of
their religion that | feel nothing about, then | do mind. As much es | won't

tell them not to believe and not to obey, | alsc don't went them to do the
opposite Lo me vice verse (Oops, | guess my gremmar gets o bit on the
loose here.). Freedom of religion is also supposed to indicate freedom of no
religion.

8. Musicelly, hew would you descride The Ex?

| rather prefer not to describe it at all. In principal everything cen happen,
musicwise.

9. And lyricelly?
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See answer 8 ols0. Anything can happen, but in general | use to think it's 8 January we're gonna record o new sibum, together with cello-ployer Tom
mixture of journalism, commentery, story-telling and poetry. And meybe Cora (Skeleton Crew, Curlew), and through the whole yeer we will be

I'm just wrong (but | hope I'm not, hiht). RIMOLRS OF MLS releasing o series of six singles, one in every two months, like issues of @
10. Do you feel thers's more of en emphasis on your music or TP AN P - /lw/mznm . , k magazine. Ther will be extras with it, like guest-musiciens, postcards,
Igrics? Or are they equelly important? ZT’::;‘::"" i Rty /}f special reports etc. People con teke e subscrition for the whole set, which
well, yes, we lke to think they ore equelly importent. If the lyrics would S . 7 0;';;;*',' e == i will cost spproximately US$2S. The first single will be out in Februery.

be crap or totally nonsenss it, 1t would moke the music less powerful ond LS o8 wj}g ’ ; ! People interested should write us.

useful, end vice versa. Same goes with the packeging, the sieeves and TS etk S S w;’sfmw, 'z o l ! 17. How did you first get involved with the politicel-ism that's

seen in your lyrics?

It was a groduel development. Once we started meking songs, we noticed

we didn’t feel like singing about flowers in the rein, broken hearts and
rockets in your pockets. It happened to be thaet we were involved with the

{ squetters-movement and likewise initiatives, and we felt it & good ides to

inserts and 8l thet. They belong together, as they reflect how we work ond / 1:: :;::team ui? :wc use ASW.\_#,'(_MTD “‘““.":"“ b
what we stend for es 6 band as individual people. z“w paie v v .,,.,.....n....
11. Why is Ex Records in Leeds, England, end the band in Amster- zﬂm,;” A PRESN % , .. m

dam, Holland? Yeu ere related? is Amsterdam far from Leeds? L R AR (13K st
Ex Records is nothing but a neme. We have friends in Lesds, the people ,_‘,;w.n.g:g;«,m” > o mlm” T = 1

from Chumbawoemba and Coby, who used to be our sound-enginesr. She A0 I PREN TS R (RNAT ,,,,.,,,, Orfe edig k - "i use the lyrics as 8 means of commentating, of expressing our idees about
takes cores of the mail there. This wey the people in Englend con get our i ‘5?3“’.‘?‘7’?.‘42‘. b e ”l? society, as a possibility to ask questions we felt necessery to be asked.
Yy y y

O 1k A o', it wersss o e mm with the years it has changed o bit, we also have some more vague lyrics,

|'|| but we prefer to be clear sbout what we want to say. Also we try to say it
‘ LA

records o bit easier and cheaper then to order them from the continent. The m e m 0 m
Ex i in Amsterdom, while that's where we live. Amsterdem s about one '/ 5 W EL L] lki !Hﬂ, M‘ i
hour flying from Leeds. By boat and train it tekes ot leest 12 to 14 hours. Ji{q At i {ﬂr EERLEIN=1 l

12. What are some of your musical (& not-musical) influences? S L g :--- ] li
It varies from person to person. In general, though, musicelly we are often AT

more influenced by the approach and attitude of people then by their actual
music. From yeers back there were bands 1ike The Fall, The Mekons and
wire and Gang Of Four, nowadays it's a bit wider range of musical styles,
like East-European folkmusic, certain Dutch jezzmusiciens etcetera.
Non-musical influences for me personal are writers like Brecht and
Tuchelsky and Ven Apeldoorn, and monteurdade John Heartfield.

13. Do you consider yourselves anarchists or believe in
anarchy.? How, | mean.

We already said something about that in answer 3b. We won't stick that
label “anarchy” on our jeckets. We know what we want, but | often don't
know if that's the same as a lot of people with circled A stuff on their
clothes and on their minds. We see alot of crap behaviour around us by
people we thought were in it for the same reasons. If that crop mentality
means anarchy, than we don't mean it maddn. | personally believe in
Anarchism, but | also realise that it only works on a small scale, it will
never work via a "world revolution™ or something. Only in your own
environment you can meke it work properly, because there is where you got

control over it. 21. What ere the living conditions thers in Amsterdem?

14. What other things (1ike werk, schoel [where] etc.) do you do ! ] .44 1 used to be better. But now thers is a lot of yupplefication going on end
besides the baad? ; 1 B 7 the town-council wents to get more offices in the city-center, which
Two of us work with a small independent record distribution, one has & job = i . .- : % means the rents ore going up (dossn't sound surprising, does 1t?). Apert
in en alternative bakery. Some of us write, or make films, or help with ‘ - « from thet | 11ke it here, the city is smel) but not too smell.

orgenizing manifestations. v & W // * 22. Hew do you feel shout what's geing on in Seuth-Africe. Yeu
15. Any pleas to come to the US? Ny ] %2t/ \nink apertiheid there will never end?

Yes, in October '88 we toured the Eastcoast, and did e couple of shows 4 1L 18 sad thet so for both the PAN end the ANC are not really co-operative

with No Means No. After that we did two more gigs with them when they to work together snd to join forces. I'm di inted in the fect thet the
wers in Europe. The ides is to tour Canada and the Westcoast somewhere in Sehpe

Moy ‘91. But the mein problem is, of courss, the finences. We heve to sort
out if it's finencielly worthwhile to come over, ond this elso depends @ bit
on the amount of gigs we con do. But we heve good hope Lhat we can meke
it happen. i

16. What's new with the band?

Since Jenuary 1990 we wers o {ivepiece, es Andy, guiterist of the
temporarily defunct Dog Feced Hermens, joined us Lill recently. Since
November the DFH are back together, so we are a fourpiecs egein. In

in different ways, somehow a bit on a8 more obvious personal level, too.
ﬁ\ Although | think our lyrics have always been both political and personal at
the same time.

18. Are you a very popular band?

| don’t really know. Recordsaleswise no, records.l{vereviewswise yes. But |
don't suppose that means anything. We don't attract loads of people, but
still quite o few, and we sell enmough records of every new release to at
least break even, so we don't see reasons to complain.

19. Whet 18 GODGLOEIENDETERINGKLOOTZAK?

I1t's Dutch for GODDAMNSONOF ABITCH.

20. Are there squats in Amsterdam? Do any of you squat?

AII four of us used to squat, but most of us live in legalized houses right

now. The squatting movement has grown smaller, too. Because the changed
lews (closing down the loopholes) meke it more difficult to keep the squat
occupied. It's been mede easier for the house-owners to kick the squetters
out soon after the occupation. In the last couple of yeors squetting new
buiidings hes therefore become so much more of & hassle, as it elso asks o
lot of one’s time & energy, trying to keep the police out and the people in
ond trying to get the house somehow legalized. But still, there's a lot of
people willing to give it a try, but somehow more on 8 smaller scale.

7 concerned spectetor, but | am efraid this won't solve the problem eny

74 Tester. I'm willing to give De Kierk the benefit of the doubt in his efforts
#1 Lo get rid of the apertheid-system (or so he seys), but e lot of white

mloﬂm'udomtqnwmamiwtgoomummh\nmim

23. un on the cever of the Exclusien cmlllllu is apartheid
onruv:hm? How de gou feel abeut thet?
| don't think epartheid 18 everywhere, | think racism is everywhere,




whether it be white ageinst black, or black against yellow or yellow
ageinst white or green against blue. You can get rid of it officielly by
forbidding it by law, but that won't change whet's on people’'s minds. The
only thing we can do is keep on trying to meke them reslize all this hetred
ond prejudice is nothing but bullshit. while we're all simply humen beings.
nothing more end nothing less.

24. What edvice or whet do you think an individuel cen do te help
ond oppression, suppression, repression, depression?

Stert in your own environment trying to get rid of it. By showing there
that people can live together in some sort of hermony (you don't have to
like everybodyt), i1t might broaden their views on it and chenge their
behaviour towerds others. Chenge won't come from the top, it can't be
force-fed. It sterts by seying hello to your nextdoor neighbour (even when
he/she’s not your type). That shouldn't be too herd.

25. Any last words?

Just two.

EXOGRAPHY

DISCOGRAPHY

ALL CORPSES SMULL THE SAME - 71X 001 (6 8ty Fle Reconds
NEW HORIZONS IN RETAILING - flexi 77, 003 (6 80) Ping Pong Records
LIVE SKIVE - 77, 004 (1180 Eh Records
+ DISTURBING DOMESTIC PEACE -1 P, 1X 008 (11°80) Verreconds
WEAPONS FOR FL SALVADOR - 7°, EX 006 (3-°81) f3,50 Reconds
VILLA 701D MOET BLUVEN - sphit flew 77,007 (8°81)

HISTORY IS WIHATS HAPPENING - 1P EX (08 (3.°82) More DPM
DIGNILY OF LABOUR - aX7°, EX 01001 012013 (3-83) VGZ Records
TUMULT - LR, EX 0L (482 AT Records
GONNA ROB LI SPERMBANK - 127 EN 015 (581 Succeecer Records
X 016 (stll coming soon™)

THE RED DANCE PACKAGE - spht 127, CNFO17 (11 81 CONT Prductions
BLUEPRINIS FOR A BLACKOUT - DEP, EX 018019 (38 ) Pig Brother Prosfuctions
ENOUGITIS ENOUGH - split 77, DEF975 X 21 (8 80 Gramschap
SUPPORT ‘111 MINERS® STRIKE - LP, RAT 001 (2-°85) Records Against Thaatchism
PAY NO MORLE TIAN 6 FR. - spht MC, K7 01 (4 K5) Calypso Now
POKKEHERRIE - LP, EX 024 (985) Pockabilly Records
1936 CLHE SPANISH REVOLUTION) - 2474 phatobook, EX D28020 (7-86) Ex Records
1OO MANY COWBOYS - DLP, EX 031/032 (6 '87) Ex/Ron Tohnson Reconds
DESTROY FASCISM! - Antidote 77, TUNE 2 (6 '87) Loony Tunces
LIVE IN WROCLAW - MC, KZ 1 (R-87) RED Tapes
HANDS UP YOU RE FREE - LP, X 035 (5-'88) Lx Reconds
AURAL GUERRILLA - 1P, EX 036 (6-'K%) Lix Recornds
RARARALD - 7", WAWA 01 (6-88) Lala Reconls
JOGGERS & SMOGGERS - DLP, EX 010/041 (11-89) Ex Records
TREAT - split MC, KZ 02 (1-90) Convalsion Cassettes
LIED DER STEINKLOPEER - 77 EX (43 (1-90) Ex Reconds
DEAD FISIT - 3°CD/107, EX 034C/AEX 044 (6-00) x Reconds

COMPILATIONS

UITREGPUNX - 77, 22 (6-80) Rock Against Reconls
OORWORMER - 1P, WRAMR 701 (3-82) 't Gat van Wormereconds
ENEMIES OF THE STATE - L1, a2 008 (680 1inl2 Reconds

COMMUNICATEN - DLP, TPSU 000 (8-85) TPSU

DIG THIS, A TRIBUTE TO THE GREAT STRIKE - LP, FORWARD 002 (9-'KS) Fotward Sounds
HEES AND CORRUPTION - 1P, TIAC 1 (3-86) HitsSCorruption
EMMA - DL, 001TNM 4 (5-86) M A.Draje Reconls
VIVA UMKHONTO! - LP, K 0317104 (6-'K7) Konkurrel
THE FIRST AFIER EPIPHANY - 1P, ZRON 21 (6-87) Ron Johnson Records
INTIFADA - LI, K 0317116 (1-'89) Konkurrel
LIEE IS CHANGIE - 1P, B 002 (11-'89) Ben Ben Records
EXCLUSION - LP, NAB 001 (12-'89) Nabate

ENCLUSION - 1Py NAR (0] (12-89) Nabate




