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Anthrax & Metal Church

Pulsations, Glen Mills, PA.
June 8,1987

by Marc Fischer

Upon arriving a half an hour before the doors were sched-
uled to open, | was astounded. AppmximateIY 900 of the
1500 people that attended this show were already lined
up and prepared to smash their way in. This was the first
metal concert ever held by Pulsations, a disco which is
usually frequented by the "Chipindales” male dancers.
After walking under the "No Stage Diving" sign posted
on the glass and mirrored entrance, | made my way to the
pit and prepared for what turned out to be one of the
most incredible concerts I've ever been to.

Metal Church hit the stage with nothing more than a spok-
en introduction and started bashing out "Ton of Bricks"
from their latest album. Seconds later the whole pit was
slamming, and people were flying all over the place (myself
included). The most noticeable thin\g_laboul the group was
the absence of Kurdt Vanderhoof. He was replaced by a
man named Marc (Ritker?!?); | didn't quite catch his last
name. He fitin really well, played all of the songs without
any problems at all, and still managed to have quite a bit
of stage presence. Other songs that followed were:

"Hitman®, “Start the Fire", and the classic "Gods of
Wrath®. What surprised me was that David Wayne was
able to maintain the same raw screaming at a constant
rate during the whole length of their forty-five minute
set...like on the albums, Also surprising was that guitarist
Craig Wells' head didn't tear off his neck and fall into the
audience from his continuous high-speed headbanging.

Bassist Duke Erickson was a bit more tame. Other songs
that followed were "The Dark", "Psycho”, and "Waich the
Children Pray”, but the intensity of the slamming really
started to pick up for the final two songs: "Beyond the
Black", and my personal favorite, ”MeB?Church", featur-
ing some incredible drumming by Kirk Arrington. It
seemed that although the new son%s are good, the fans
got off a lot more on the songs on the first album. Metal
Church are an incredible live group, however, they per-
form with no props, gimmicks, or fancy cIoth]ndg. If they
come 1o your town, with or without Anthrax, don't miss
‘em!

After a reasonable wait, the lights started to dim and a
popular Blues Brothers instrumental song started to

John Vinson

blare through the camouflaged Marshall stacks. The pit
was now filled fo capacity as some of the wimps in the bal-
cony and seating section decided to be brave and join in
the slamming and moshing. The number of bouncers sit-
ting along the edge of the stage to prevent people from
diving and getting thrown onstage increased from one at
the beginning of Metal Church to about five NOW! With-
out further hesitation the lights went on, and Anthrax
belted out the title track of their newest LP, Among the
Living, and had many people screaming along with Bella-
donna. Like Metal Church, Anthrax had a very minimal
stage setup with the only things added being a large ban-
ner in the background and a ramp leading up to the drum
riser. Because they were the headliners their sound
should have been at Lasi as good as Metal Church's; but,
surprisingly, this was not the case. But this is a minor
qualm because Anthrax kicked some serious ass. These
guys couldn't have possibly dressed more casually. Every-
one in the band (although | could barely see Charlie Be-
nante through his massive drum kit) was decked out in
brightly colored “jams” and t-shirts. Following the open-
ing song, they played "Caught in a Mosh" (which of course
got people moshing), "Metal Thrashing Mad” (the only
song they played from the first a!bumg, and “l am the
Law", which got everybody shouting along again. Other
songs they played were "A.D.l./Horror of it All" (Dan
Spitz' solo was probably the only moment that nobody was
flying through the air). Plus: "Madhouse”, "Indians”
(which featured Scotty lan as well as the audience doing
an Indian wardance oshg, a small guitar solo by Dan

Spitz, and two more songs from Spreading the Disease as

well as "N.F.L.". Anthrax left the stage minus Charlie Be-
nante who did a great drum solo, complete with tons of
double-bass pounding. He was soon rejoined by the band
for an incredible rendition of "A.LR" and some Interesting
surprises. About two thirds of the way through "A.LR.",
Anthrax tore into their rap song which | have yet to hear
on the 7. Sung by Scott lan and Frank Bello, it was EX-
TREMELY funny, but also very heavy as well. For the
first time this evening | saw the bouncer (who was enough
of an asshole to take my relatively harmless boot-strap)
laugh when guitarist Scott lan grabbed his crotch and

elled: "All of them can SUCK MY MOTHER-FUCKIN'

ICK!I" After this, they continued "A.L.R." and surprised
me again by playing "God Save the Queen” by the Sex Pis-
tols. Next up was "Imitation of Life", but | was very dis-
appointed because the¥I only played the slow, moshy intro.
Come on guys!l Let's hear all of it next ime! To finish off
an amazing evening they played what | consider the best
song off Spreading the Disease, Gung-Ho.

Overall, this was an AMAZING concert. Both of these
groups should definitely not be missed if they haven't al-
ready come around. The only thing disappointing was that
Anthrax didn't play "Skeletons in the Closet™ or "Panic”,
but otherwise their sound is stronger than everl A
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" GRAY MATTER:

Voived, together since November of 1983, have made quite
a name in the underground music scene. Their debut al-
bum, War and Pain, has proved that this band has faced a
head-on collision with originality. Their style of music and
subject matter in their lyrics very much places Voivod in a
category of their own. Other than their originality, Voivod
are the first non-European band to be signed 1o the Noise
International label.

To top the release of War and Pain, the Voivod warriors
went on 1o release their now classic, second album, incred-
ibly titled Rrréé6aaarrrl!! More recently, Voivod have re-
leased their third album entitled Kiling Technology, named
after how man has taken technology beyond his control and

misused it.

Having already completed their United States tour with
labelmates, Kreator, Voivod were prepared to create
their fourth album. In November, Voivod will once again
tour Europe with tour guests unknown at the point of this
writing. After the last European date in Berlin, West
Germany, they will return to the Musiclab Recording Stu-
dio fo record their fourth album entitled Dimension
Hatréss. The following is an interview with guitarist Pig-
gy, prior to the European Tour.

GRAY MATTER: What did each member do before
Volvod was bom?

PIGGY: We just went to school and practiced at home
on our instruments. Snake played some bass at this

time...

GRAY MATTER: Do any of you guys have occupations
other than Voivod?

PIGGY: No, all our energies go into Voivod.

GRAY MATTER: How old is each member?

PIGGY: Blacky: 24; Away: 24; Snake: 23; Pigay: 27.
GRAY MATTER: How long has Voivod been together?
PIGGY: Five years...since November '83,

GRAY MATTER: What plans do you have for the fu-
ture?

PIGGY: The only thing we want to do is to make a living
by our work with Voivod and don't need to do anything

Ise.

GRAY MATTER: How is the underground scene in Can-
ada?

PIGGY: The underground scene is real good in East
Canada. We can see a lot of shows here in Montreal, and
also, we have a good following there.

How was the tour with Celtic Frost?

Did you get along with each other?

PIGGY: | prefer you to ask that to them...no, it was
%ood; they have a good following in the USA.

RAY MATTER: What kind of things piss you off?
PIGGY: People who try to steal personal things from us
on tour.

GRAY MATTER: What was the band's most memorable
moment?

PIGGY: When War and Painwas out!l Our first produce
entirely produced by us.

GRAY MATTER: Was there ever a second U.S. press-
ing of Rrro66aaarrr with the lyrics on the album sleeve?
PIGGY: |don't know what's happened with the lyrics.
One day they are in, the other day they are out...

GRAY MATTER: Why is Voivod so "kick-ass"?

PIGGY: Because we love to kick ass! Because we puta lot
of energy in our work, and kind of work for Voivod.

GRAY MATTER: Anything new or of interest that you
would like to add?

PIGGY: Yeah, we'll begin our '87 European tour in No-
vember, and we'll record our next (4th) album again in
Berlin just after the tour. And, this album will be called
Dimension Hatréss. A







Photo - Bruce Rhodes

decided to use Voi Vod as a name and
the Voi Vod world of Morgoth as a
concept for the band. The Voi Vod
can represent many as in some songs
it represents oppression while in
other songs it can take the nature
of schizophrenia. I heard the name
Voi Vod when I was young as it was
the name of a Northern European tribe
that drank blood and slaughtered
there enemies. I only kept the name
and made him a nuclear warrior.

I took the Voi Vod warrior and put
nuclear weapons in his hands.
xXx-What do the characters of the
Voi Vod world mean to you?
Away-Some of them can take images
of schizophrenia or violence or
superheros who cvercome. I guess

that's why some people call u i
or facists. We use nuclear w:agzggs
but_we don't support them or shout
against them and some people took
thgt the wrong way. We use the

Voi Vod or the warriors of ‘Ice to
put out our feelings. The Voi Vod
is about evoloution. In the first
part ("War and Pain”) you can see
the confusion infront of nucleat
war. After the first album came out
we overcame a lot of problems and .
eTerged all the more powerfully,
("Rooaaaar") and with "Killing Tech-
nology" we move beyond, always
getting stronger.

! An Interview With:
* Away: -Drums
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{ Voi Vod are the next step for me-
: tal. Combining intense, Die Kreuzen
1 reminiscent guitar attacks with
heavily political lyricism, the French
Canadian outfit plows forth like none
other. " Their latest, "Killing
Technology" (Combat) tells the story.
Not present are: Snake: Vocals, Piggy:
Guitars and Blacky: Bass.
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xXx-Explain the Voi Vod concept.
Away-At first, I created the Voi Vod
for drawings to put out my negative
views on the planet and human
society. When we formed in '82 we

17




xXx-Why did you choose space as

a way out?

Away-It reflects our feelings about
things like the star wars project.
After the Earth is destroyed, space
will be the next place to destroy
for the Voi Vod. We called the
album "Killing Technology" and
tried to discuss such things as

the star wars project, the Challenge
explosion and the China syndrome.
We are all very into high-tech
things such as space and artificial
intelligence and what we choose to
talk about is the very dark under-
side of everything like that.
xXx-Well, the song "Ravenous Med-
icine" on the new album takes a
pretty hard stand on animal rights.
Away-And also people who experiment
on schizo-people in society.
xXx-You seem to have a fascination
with schizophrenia.

Away-I read a lot about schizophren:
and I think I have a little of it
in my blood. i
xXx-It seems that Vol Vod have more
of an anti-war statement than most
other metal bands.

Away-Well, when we formed, most
bands were either talking about
sex, drugs and rock and roll or the;
were talking about Satan. We were
more like punkers in the streets
than Satan freaks and we decided

to talk about something real like
nuclear war. We thought that nucle:
war was the real evil. We're more
of a punk/metal band. When we
formed, we were listening to bands

like Motorhead, GBH and Discharge.
We were . just as punk as metal. We
haven't changed, we've just progr-
essed with our music. Each album
is an evoloution with the Voi Vod
representing us and our growth.

xXx-Is there any statement that you're
trying to make with "Killing Techn-
ology"?

Away-With this album we tried to exp-
ress the fact that technological
evoloution without human evoloution
can be real dangerous.

xXx-Talking about the star wars
project, how do feel about it as a
Canadian, Canada being the first
line of detection.

Away-I think that the star wars
project is a big political joke.

We are not really into politics but
we only put out feelings against

it. Still, we don't directly shout
about it. The third album shows t-
hat star wars is something we don't
want. If the Americans don't do

it, somone else will, Still, we
have the right to put our views

and we want to make people think.
Instead of talking about Satan

which will improve nobody's mind,

we want to be able to take the

kids and give them something a

lot more concrete and warn them
against a very real threat.

xXx-Do you believe there will be

a nuclear war?

Away-I think that if there will be
another war, it won't be a full,
nuclear war but if there is another
war, it will be fought with soldiers
and chemical bombs. I don't believe
in the planet exploding but I do

believe that there will b

and more attrocities in o:hzgre i s
couptrles as the product of money
making. All other people in cert-
ain countries know about is war and
they really believe that is a way

to live while other, big countries
Sit back and make money. War will
glways happen but I don't believe

in a nuclear holocaust.

xXx-Onto the new music, it s
that material i3 getting a 1§§ms
more structured, along the lines
Die Kreuzen or bands like that.
Away-Dle Kreuzen is one of our f:
vorite bands and they seem to hax
takep the exact same route that
we did. Their first album is mo:x
hardcore while "October File" is
lot more original. It's more of
space style that you can't label.
xXx-Who else do you listen to?
Away-We have a lot more influence
than you think. We don't listen
a lot of metal, only Motorhead ar
Megadeth. We listen to old punk
like the Sex Pistols and the Dam-
ned and newer punk stuff like DRI
We also listen to psycho-stuff 1i
the Cramps, Bauhaus and Killing .
e and we also listen to industriz
bands like Einsturzende Neubauter
Also there's some jazz and some
classical as well. I think that
hy listen to a lot of different
things, we're opening a lot of
different doors and going to a
lot of different places with our
music and ideas.

Also available on Mordem Records: FAITH NO MORE - We Care A
Lot, RHYTHM PIGS LP, YICTIMS FAMILY - Yoltage and Yiolets LP,
NEGAZIONE- Lo Spirito Continua LP, EMMA double LP compilation,
REMEMBER SOWETO 1976-1086 BENEFIT COMP., VIVA UMKHONTO
BENEFIT COMP., THE EX- TOO MANY COWBOYS DOUBLE LP

_AVAILABLE FROM FINE STORES AND DISTRIBUTORS. MAILORDER IN N,
AMERICA: $7 (US) PP (T-SHRITS T0O), $10 (US) FOR EMMA AND THE EX

MORDAM RECORDS

PO BOX 988

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94101 19
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I got this interview oefore the
show % it woulc've Dbeen longer,
but i w&s Teelly s5loshca Irom
€¢ringing Deer &ll ciy &nae it
bogsec down occ.sionwlly. £1ls0,
I omittec (yes, agein) the
rezlly stujid gperts out re-
teinec &11 the info that you
might went Lo «now. Every now
end then there wes &lso a pro-
blem cue to the slight lunguage
barrier & Snake's thick &ccent,
but it still turned out well.

(h.t.)I've noticed that jyou've
toned down on your voctzls & lot
on the new zlbum ané=- :

(Snzxe) [lzughing|¥nat's the
problem?

(n.t.)well, on =11 the previous
tlbums, you hzd growling,
throcty sereeming. Wny heve you
toned ¢own on this new &lbum?

(Snzke)i wentea to, um, exzlore
= new zina of singing. It's
lixe, &fter & while, uh, a lot
of thrish metzl binds... I
(h.t.)zre all singing gutieral-
lixe & thzt? :

(Snzke)Yezh. But I'm in music
for myself first, znd then if
everybody likes it, ox. But it
is first for myself, zna if i
went to eaperiment with & lot

of things, no matter what people
szy, for me I'm doing this.

(h.t.)If you like it, grezt-
if yz aon't, fucx it.

(Snzie)Yezh, that's right. 1
feel that wey-I felt theti way
on this zlbum & i think it's
grest. On the first £lbum, it
was znother kina of feeline,
but it wes thst. I loved aoing
the 1st zlbum, s i loved the
other zlbums, 'ccuse it wes &t
THLT time. It was different,
more primitive. Now we'Te moTe
complex znd more like, uh...

I think it's like, uh, trying
to find something new. Our
music is zlweys T0...involve
someihin; strenge, more weird,
more interesting for all the
people who listen to it. Like
when you're writing music, the
firsi thing thzat comes into
your heac is, "Whet am i going
to dao NOw?" Like, what zm I
g£0ing to sing about, what king
of feeling em i1 going 10 pass
on this zlbum?

(h.t.)will Awey continue doing
the artwork for the albums?

(Snzke)Oh, yewh. Now he's got
& computer, so it'll be ecsier
10 wor< ana faster.

(h.t.)This new one, "Timension
Hztross", doesn't seem to have
& cover thet relztes to the
concert, unlike pest zlbums.
Whzat's the cezl with it?

(Snaze)First, it took zbout 2
or three years to do the concept
to this zlbum. We were touring
with CELTiC FEOST when we 1st
sterted thinking zbout doing
this "Dimension Hatrdss" slbum.
It took a lot of time to just
think about tne concept, lize
"Experimenct"-Voivod, when he
tried to build z particle ac-
celerztor, which wes his mezns
of going through another di-
mension. and then tne 2ncé one,
"Tribzl Convicticns", zfter he
went to this dimension, he just
errived tnere. These primitive
Jeople lived there, like in the
junzle or something, and the
peorle there just think theat
Voivoa is & god, 'cezuse he's

from nowhere, just arriving into

tnis cimension. Then azfter the’
Voivod exgploiis the peozle
there, he mects chaosmbngers,
who are kinde...

(h.t.)The terrorists?

(Snzke)Yech, terrorist zeozle
who mzxe riots. Then there is

a government forming, which zre *

the technocratic manipulztors.
And then tnere's & war between
the chabsmongers znd the tech-
nocratic people. After those
people that the voivod have met
enter these people, which is
growing in his brain, they are
invisible, they go into his -
brzin & try to control him. Ana
then in "Psychic Vecuum", they
try to push the spirits out &
he tries to concentrate himself
to rezch the power to throw the

people, who zre in his he=d, out.

After he does, it's getting
worse, worse, worse, and the
éimensions ere closing. Then he

=

i5 destroyed in "Cosmic Drzmz".

(h.t.)ind this is all Away's
line of thought-he came up
with all this?

(Snake)Yezh, he czme up with
the idea, but when I'm writing
lyriecs, we talk to ezch o@her
and sa2y, ok, we're gonna do it
this way or that. He's got a
pretty weird mind. Ezch member

is & definite part of the band...

what 1 mezn is, it's like if
someone in VOiVOD died, it's
not VOivOD anymore. It's a

tezm & nothing can break it.

(h.t.)I've hezrd that the next
zlbum will be celled "The
Nothing Fzce" & that it gill
be out on Mechznic Recorads.

Is thest true?

(Sneke)Yes.
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(h.t.)How did that happen?

:ger & his name is
© complex to spell]. He'
French guy, from Mongreal.sa:ﬁ

£00d with him., He knows wha
he's tflking about, you kno:.
inn he 8 5ot 2 real good re-
dationship with his COmDENY.
#e got an offer frop NCAL & it
W&S &n incredible offer for
us, you xnow. We are glreacdy
Signea with them for o albums,

(h.t.)¥ow, that's 2z lot! What
&re the song titles on the
new one?

(Snzke)I1's not completed yet,
but there's & song called "Sud
Effect", & another one czlled
: ﬁIntg ¥y HyperCube", "The
Yothing Fece", & um, "The Un-
£nown Knows" & uh..."X-Ray
Mirror"...things like that.

(h.t.)Do you heve any of it
recordec yet?

(Snzke)¥ot recorded, but just
working on it. It's like,
Piggy will come up with a rifH
and then we'll get together
on it,

(h.t.)Um...gow that you zre on
Hsch;nlc, will you continue re-
coraing in Zurope or will you

Trecora over here?

(Snake)We're gonna record in
Montreal.

(h.t.)I've noticed that, for
the 1st time, you've rrinted
your rezl names on this last
LP. Why did you wzit so long
eand why now?

(Snzke)The mein reason is be-

(Snake)Uh, we foung a new man-
sorry folks

uh, everything worked out reall

[
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czuse, maybe in the future, som

member of the band might play

for somebody, like for e Frojech

I wnt to do & movie, and my
rezl name has to be known, just
111§ my nickname. We wanna do
comic books & stuff, like a
VOiVeD comic-not really a fan-
tezstic story. Lnd 21l the peo-
ple zlw.ys zsk us whzi our real
NZmes zZTe.

(h.t.)¥ow will your next albunm
be &s far zs = concezt-will it
be & different one or carrying
on from "Limension Hatirdss" or
what?

(Snake)It's gonnz be a normsl
evolution of the VOiVOD. I
think after going into space &
another dimension, the voivod
will go inside. It's gonna be
like an inner voyage, to find
out where it's from originally,

That's the main idea of it. It
gonna be like rezlly psycho stuf

TRON GANG FAN CLuB
p-o box 137
Svcc. St-Michel

MontaeaL, Quebec
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A8 you've rezd, VOiVOL is now on NMechznic Recorcs =nd if i hezrd right,
the contrzct should be in full effect by March 1385. Look for "The
Nothing Fzce" in summer '89.




